
 

 

 

 

Welcome to our first newsletter of this school year. 

1.Governing Body Chair / Committee Selections 

In the first Full Governing Body meeting of each new school year, the Chair of Governors and Vice-Chair are 
chosen along with the Chair of the two committees. For this school year, Nikki Brigg was re-elected as Chair of 
Governors with Emily Smith elected for the role of Vice-Chair.   

Emily Smith is also Chair of the Resources Committee (which focuses on Finance, Personnel and Health & 
Safety) and Nikki Medley is Chair of the Curriculum Committee. 

 
2.Key Positions 

- David Richardson is Health & Safety Governor 
- Nikki Medley is Safeguarding Governor 
- Kathy Jones is SEN Governor 
- Ian Taverner is Pupil Premium Governor 

 
- Other governors are Paddy Claringbull, Jenni Dew, Becky Littler, Barry Markham, Sue Wingrove 

and Carol Taylor. 
 

- We will continue to structure our link governor roles this year to focus on the school’s key 

priorities.  

3. New governors 

For the first time in a long while we have started the school year with a full governing body. Several governors 
have joined us this year. Jenni Dew as a staff governor, Beccy Littler as a parent governor and Ian Taverner as a 
co-opted governor. 
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 YEAR SIX “2019” SATs RESULTS (BEST ON THE WATERSIDE?) 

Well done to all the children who left us last year to go onto secondary school. 

Maths – 87% achieved ARE 

Reading – 87% achieved ARE 

Writing – 97% achieved ARE 

Combined (Achieving ARE in Maths, Reading and writing) – 81%  
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The Governors are working with the Senior Leadership Team and all staff to raise the level of expectation in 
all the children to ensure that they make the most of their learning opportunities at Orchard Junior School. 
Last year’s SATs results show what can be achieved and we are working to maintain this outcome in Year 6 
and to filter the success and challenges into all the year groups and across all subjects.  

 

As Governors we receive reports on the school’s data three times a year. We have set up a “data group” 
whose task is to analysis the data and hold the school leaders to account in relation to the same. If a year 
group is not performing to the high expectation of progress we require then the data will show us this and 
we will be asking challenging questions surrounding the same.  

 

It is also our job to support the school in any changes required and we do this by listening to the responses 
and challenging the thinking and structure behind the initiatives being implemented across the school.  

 

 

 SCHOOL RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 
 
Those of you with children in years 5 & 6 will have 
already received letters about the upcoming residential 
trips. 
 
These trips are looked forward to by the children from 
the day they start in year 3. Year 5’s trip is a chance for 
the children to try new activities and learn new skills and 
overcome challenges. 
 
The Year 6 trip to Castleton is legendary and forms a 
large part of the curriculum after May when the SATs are 
completed. 
 
Many of the Governors have children who have attended 
the residential and know how important they are for the 
children’s learning and development. 
 
If any parent / guardian has any questions about the trips 
please see your class teacher in the first instance. If you 
feel that you will find it hard to pay for either the 
residential trips please speak to the school office as soon 
as possible and they will able to advise you about funding 
which you may be able to apply for to assist. 

Get In Touch 

If you have any questions or concerns on any topic, 
or want general information about the Governors, 
please get in touch with the school office and they 
will make sure your question is passed on.   
 
Someone will then make contact with you to take 
things forwards appropriately. 
 
It is really important that communication lines are 
open both ways so if there is anything concerning 
you, please do get in touch. 

THANK YOU 

The Governors are very grateful to all parents and children for 

their recent co-operation when it was necessary to close the 

school due to a particularly nasty D & V bug which was doing 

the rounds. We appreciate that the situation was not ideal for 

many of you but the children & staff’s health and safety is a high 

priority at Orchard Junior School and we thank you for your 

support. 

Governors do not just get involved in the attainment of the 

school. We recognize that learning is more than just the results 

at the end of year 6. We work hard with Mrs Taylor and Mr 

Parker to ensure that the children enjoy their time at Orchard 

Junior School with a balanced and broad curriculum.  

School Accessibility plan 

Governors can advise that the 

accessibility plan has received a full 

overhaul this year. Please find a copy on 

the school website. 


